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begdr (forced labour) on my behalf ? They must be paid."
" Very well, then, let us set apart Es. 20 to meet the cost of market buildings. But, for the first few weeks, you will have to buy up the unsold stock of perishable goods brought by Farias (hucksters); you must patronise the shopkeepers who open stalls for selling grain, cloth, confectionery, tobacco and trinkets. Once these people find that they are making fair profits they will gladly pay you rent for space allotted, besides tolls on the usual scale. At least Es. 180 must be set apart for these preliminary expenses/'
Kumodini Babu never did anything in haste. A fortnight elapsed ere he announced to the neighbours gathered in his Ohandimandap that he intended starting a bi-weekly market on a vacant plot measuring one BlgTia (one-third of an acre), known as the Kam&rbari (Anglice, "Abode of Blacksmiths'*)- On an auspicious day towards the end of April, he inaugurated the new enterprise with some ceremony. His own ryots were enjoined to attend; shopkeepers, hucksters, and fishermen who had hitherto gone much further afield, camein considerable numbers; and business was amazingly brisk. Zemindars (landed proprietors) generally have to wait for months and spend money like water before they gain a pice (a bronze coin *worth a farthing) from a new